
 

The weather has been mild over the last few months, making working conditions for the LIFE project good. We 

have been concentrating on our works to make the best of the good weather. A number of exciting initiatives 

have been developed and these are reaching national attention on account of their innovations and most 

importantly, the strong community involvement and support.  

Here are examples of some of the activities undertaken over the last few months.  

Agri-Environment scheme: Intensive work is ongoing on this initiative to try 

and develop a practical hands on Agri-Environment scheme for the River Allow 

in partnership with local farmers. We were asked by local farmers is develop a 

REPS type scheme for the River Allow catchment (a river catchment = land that 

the river drains) that might be funded under the new CAP programme (RDP 

2014-2020). The idea is to come up with measures, suited to the local 

environment, that are practical and effective. We have made representations 

to the Department of Agriculture outlining that local knowledge of farming and 

the environment is key to the success of any new programme. We would like 

to thank all of the farmers and landowners who have been so supportive and taken part in the process. The 

proposal will be presented to the Department of Agriculture shortly with our collaborator partner (INTERREG 

IV TRAP Project). It will be one of the first detailed Community Local Led Agri-Environment proposals in the 

country. Let us hope that all of our efforts will be successful. 

River Allow Catchment Management: Key interest groups 

have been identified and now are working together to roll 

out an agreed plan for the river. This process is open, non 

binding and flexible as it takes a practical approach to 

meet the issues affecting the river. Already the 

programme has facilitated information sharing, which has 

allowed us to resolve a planning issue affecting one of our 

river bank works. Other 

immediate benefits include 

the commencement of 

work to address tree blockages in the river. A pollution incident was also 

addressed quickly. The key aim is to make real progress on the ground for 

everybody by putting people and the river first.  When the process is fully 

bedded down, it is anticipated that more difficult issues can be tackled to 

everyone's benefit. 
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Conferences:  RaptorLIFE project: IRD Duhallow Management and the LIFE 

project presented to the EU Commission in London (UK/ROI LIFE 15 kickoff 

meeting) on the new RaptorLIFE project, which was recently awarded to IRD 

Duhallow and due to commence in 2015.  

Invasive species workshop: In collaboration with the Cork Branch of the Irish 

Wildlife Trust, a hands on workshop on the best ways to manage Invasive 

plant species was organised. This was very well attended and subsequent to 

the meeting, we were delighted to learn that stands of the invasive plant species, Japanese knotweed, 

highlighted by the meeting along a roadside, were now being treated by Cork County Council.  

Integrated Catchment Management Workshop: The LIFE project presented at this conference to outline IRD 

Duhallow's community participation model to manage water and the countryside for benefit of the whole 

community.   

Trees in the River: Trees are important as they provide lots of 

beneficial uses from providing timber, the oxygen that we breathe to 

habitat for birds and other animals and even plants. But what 

happens when trees fall into the river and start to block up river 

channels. Depending on your point of view, and how close to the 

river you live, fallen trees in the river can be seen as beneficial or 

problematic. Trees and logs provide cover for fish and animals and 

also are important in regulating water particularly in flood time when 

they can slow water down. But conversely this slowing down of 

water may cause localised flooding and this can impact on adjacent 

farmland. Fallen trees are particularly common on the River Blackwater and the River Allow, and there is no 

plan for their management. The LIFE project has been asked to look at this problem and we are working to try 

and find satisfactory solutions for affected landowners. We are also of the view that where blockages by trees 

help reduce flooding downstream, then affected landowners should be compensated. 

 

River bank restoration: Ground work began in earnest on 

river bank restoration on the River Dalua late this year. This 

work was held up by planning and bureaucracy. However 

once the planning permission was finally received, the LIFE 

team worked flat out with our Rural Social Scheme 

participants and other staff at IRD Duhallow to complete the 

work. We had only a few days to complete the work before 

the next Environmental Window for working closed (due to 

the closed season to protect spawning fish). But we got the 

work done and have been able to show it as an example of 

"best practice" when addressing severe river bank erosion 

and siltation. We collected water samples throughout the 

work, to demonstrate to the relevant statutory authorities that this work did not cause any pollution or 

disturbance to the river.  

 

Become involved: The  IRD Duhallow LIFE project would like to 
acknowledge and thank all of the landowners, supporters and 
volunteers for their assistance with the project to date. If you 

would like further information or participation as a volunteer please 

contact us for further details. IRD Duhallow LIFE project, James 
O'Keeffe Institute, Newmarket, Co. Cork. 

www.duhallowLIFE.com; Tel: 029-60633  
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