
Since the last Ice age Ireland has been
surrounded by water. Due to this it is 
difficult for animals and plants to get to. 
This isolation has given Ireland a unique 
set of plants and animals. They are found 
here due to geographic, abiotic, climatic 
and more recently human interferance.                                                                   

Under natural conditions the environment would be in a state of balance.  This balance can be 
altered by the addition or removal of species.  This can have positive or negative effects, although if 
left alone, usually systems rebalance themselves in time.

 How do new species get to Ireland?
________________________________________________________________________

Alien species are species whose introduction and/or spread can threaten the biological balance or 
have other unforeseen impacts. 

 From the list below, 3 of the freshwater fish named are not found in Ireland. 
 Can you put a  line through them. 
 Then  circle  the 8 native species.

 What term would you give to the other species left? 
________________________________________________________________________

Pollan

Rainbow Trout

Zander

Pike

Char

Chub

Brook Lamprey

Grass Carp

Minnow

Salmon

Dace

Bream

Gudgeon

Killarney Shad

Roach

Mirror Carp

Sea/Brown Trout

Barbel

Eel Three Spined SticklebackPerch

After the last Ice Age 
there were ONLY 11 
species of freshwater 
fish in Ireland. 
Now there are 22!
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Activity Card 13B

 How does an Alien species become an Invasive species? 

_______________________________________________________________________

 What is bad about invasive species?  

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

The World Wildlife Fund believes Invasive species represent one of the greatest threats to 

biodiversity worldwide. Their introduction is acknowledged to be one of the major causes of 

species extinction in freshwater ecosystems. This is because rivers, provide a pathway for plants 

and animals to move easily.

 

 From the list of invasive species below can you pick one species and   

 carry out some research. Write a newspaper article on this 

 Alien species.

• Curly - leaved Waterweed (Lagarosiphon major) 

• Nuttall’s Pondweed (Elodea nuttallii) 

• New Zealand Pygmyweed (Crassula helmsii) 

• Red Water Fern (Azolla filiculoides) 

• Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica) 

• Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) 

• Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) 

• Giant Rhubarb (Gunnera tinctoria)

During your research try to find out

  Where it came from?

  How it got here?

  How does it spread?

  What problems are associated

 with it?

  What measures are being taken

 to try to control it?
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